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By The Associated Press

BEIJING >> China began its 
most extensive lockdown 
in two years Monday to 
conduct mass testing and 
control a growing outbreak 
in Shanghai as questions 
are raised about the eco-
nomic toll of the nation’s 
“zero-COVID” strategy.

China’s financial capital 
and largest city with 26 
million people, Shanghai 
had managed its smaller, 
past outbreaks with lim-
ited lockdowns of hous-
ing compounds and work-
places where the virus was 
spreading.

But the citywide lock-
down that will be con-
ducted in two phases will 
be China’s most exten-
sive since the central city 
of Wuhan, where the vi-
rus was first detected in 
late 2019, first confined its 
11 million people to their 
homes for 76 days in early 
2020. Millions more have 
been kept in lockdown 
since then.

Shanghai’s Pudong fi-
nancial district and nearby 
areas will be locked down 
from Monday to Friday as 

mass testing gets under-
way, the local government 
said. In the second phase 
of the lockdown, the vast 
downtown area west of 
the Huangpu River that 
divides the city will start 
its own five-day lockdown 
Friday.

Residents will be re-
quired to stay home and 
deliveries will be left at 
checkpoints to ensure 
there is no contact with 
the outside world. Offices 
and all businesses not con-
sidered essential will be 
closed and public trans-
port suspended.

Already, many commu-
nities within Shanghai 
have been locked down 
for the past week, with 
their housing compounds 
blocked off with blue and 
yellow plastic barriers and 
residents required to sub-
mit to multiple tests for 
COVID-19. Shanghai’s Dis-
neyland theme park is 
among the businesses that 
closed earlier. Automaker 
Tesla is also suspending 
production at its Shanghai 
plant, according to media 
reports.

Some workers, including 

traders at the city’s stock 
market, were preparing 
to stay within a COVID-19 
“bubble” for the duration of 
the lockdown.

Shanghai detected an-
other 3,500 cases of infec-
tion on Sunday, though all 
but 50 were people who 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus but were not 
showing symptoms of CO-
VID-19. While people who 
are asymptomatic can still 
infect others, China cat-
egorizes such cases sep-
arately from “confirmed 
cases” — those in people 
who are sick — leading to 
much lower totals in daily 
reports.

Nationwide, 1,219 new 
confirmed cases of do-
mestic infection were de-
tected on Sunday, more 
than 1,000 of them in the 
northeastern province of 
Jilin, along with 4,996 as-
ymptomatic cases, the Na-
tional Health Commission 
reported on Monday.

China has reported 
more than 56,000 con-
firmed cases nationwide 
this month, with the surge 
in Jilin accounting for 
most of them.
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Health workers in protective gear leave a barricaded community that was locked down 
for health monitoring following COVID-19 cases detected in the area, Monday in Beijing. 

Shanghai starts China’s biggest 
COVID-19 lockdown in 2 years

By Nicole Winfield
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY >> Indigenous 
leaders from Canada and 
survivors of the country’s 
notorious residential schools 
met with Pope Francis on 
Monday and told him of the 
abuses they suffered at the 
hands of Catholic priests and 
school workers. They came 
hoping to secure a papal 
apology and a commitment 
by the church to repair the 
harm done.

“While the time for ac-
knowledgement, apology 
and atonement is long over-
due, it is never too late to 
do the right thing,” Cassidy 
Caron, president of the Me-
tis National Council, told re-
porters in St. Peter’s Square 
after the audience.

This week’s meetings, 
postponed from December 
because of the pandemic, are 
part of the Canadian church 
and government’s efforts to 
respond to Indigenous de-
mands for justice, reconcil-
iation and reparations — 
long-standing demands that 
gained traction last year af-
ter the discovery of hun-
dreds of unmarked graves 
outside some of the schools.

More than 150,000 na-
tive children in Canada 
were forced to attend state-
funded Christian schools 
from the 19th century until 
the 1970s in an effort to iso-
late them from the influence 
of their homes and culture, 
and Christianize and assim-
ilate them into mainstream 
society, which previous Ca-
nadian governments consid-
ered superior.

Francis set aside several 
hours this week to meet pri-
vately with the delegations 
from the Metis and Inuit on 
Monday, and First Nations 
on Thursday, with a men-
tal health counselor in the 
room for each session. The 
delegates then gather Friday 
as a group for a more formal 
audience, with Francis deliv-
ering an address.

The encounters Monday 

included prayers in the Me-
tis and Inuit languages and 
other gestures of deep sym-
bolic significance. The In-
uit delegation brought a tra-
ditional oil lamp, or qulliq, 
that is lit whenever Inuit 
gather and stayed lit in the 
pope’s library throughout 
the meeting. The Inuit dele-
gates presented Francis with 
a sealskin stole and a seal-
skin rosary case.

The Metis offered Francis 
a pair of red beaded mocca-
sins, “a sign of the willing-
ness of the Metis people to 
forgive if there is meaningful 
action from the church,” the 
group explained. The red dye 
“represents that even though 
Pope Francis does not wear 
the traditional red papal 
shoes, he walks with the leg-
acy of those who came be-
fore him, the good, the great 
and the terrible.”

In a statement, the Vati-
can said each meeting lasted 
about an hour “and was 
characterized by desire on 
the part of the pope to lis-
ten and make space for the 
painful stories brought by 
the survivors.”

The Canadian govern-
ment has admitted that 
physical and sexual abuse 
was rampant at the schools, 
with students beaten for 
speaking their native lan-
guages. That legacy of that 
abuse and isolation from 
family has been cited by In-
digenous leaders as a root 

cause of the epidemic rates 
of alcohol and drug addic-
tion on Canadian reserva-
tions.

Nearly three-quarters of 
the 130 residential schools 
were run by Catholic mis-
sionary congregations.

Caron said Francis lis-
tened intently Monday 
as three of the many Me-
tis survivors told him their 
personal stories of abuse 
at residential schools. The 
pope showed sorrow but of-
fered no immediate apology. 
Speaking in English, he re-
peated the words Caron said 
she had emphasized in her 
remarks: truth, justice and 
healing.

“I take that as a personal 
commitment,” Caron said, 
surrounded by Metis fid-
dlers who accompanied her 
into the square.

She said what needs to 
follow is an apology that ac-
knowledges the harm done, 
the return of Indigenous ar-
tifacts, a commitment to fa-
cilitating prosecutions of 
abusive priests and access to 
church-held records of resi-
dential schools.

Canadian Bishop Ray-
mond Poisson, who heads 
the Canadian Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, insisted 
the Vatican holds no such 
records and said they more 
likely are held by individual 
religious orders in Canada 
or at their headquarters in 
Rome.
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Indigenous tell pope of abuses 
at Canada residential schools
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President of the Metis community, Cassidy Caron, speaks 
to the media in St. Peter’s Square after their meeting with 
Pope Francis at the Vatican on Monday. 
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