
The Thomas Merton Center for Catholic Spiritual Development, P.O. Box 60061, Palo Alto, 
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incorporated in 1996, to offer Catholic liturgy, to augment, support and lead the development of 
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June 7, 2020 

This week: 

Exodus 34:4b–6, 8–9 

2 Corinthians 13:11–13 

John 3:16–18 

In this time of COVID-19 restrictions, we are not celebrating Mass at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church at 8:45 as usual.  When we are able to resume in-person liturgies, we 
will be starting our Mass at 9:00 a.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, located at 
Waverley and Homer Streets in Palo Alto. 
 

Members of the Thomas Merton community participate in planning these liturgies in 
the spirit of Vatican II and its call to “full, active and conscious participation” in 
Catholic liturgical life. 
 

The Thomas Merton Center is supported by your donations.  While we are sheltering-
in-place, donations can be made through our website, www.thomasmerton.org.  Click 
on the “Donate“ tab to make a donation via credit card or direct deposit.  Or you may 
mail your donation check to: TMC, P. O. Box 60061, Palo Alto, CA 94306. 

 

www.thomasmerton.org 

Next week: 

Deuteronomy 8:2–3, 14b–16a 

1 Corinthians 10:16–17 

John 6:51–68 

Sunday, June 7, 1:00 pm, via Zoom  TMC (virtual) Coffee and Donuts 
     (Zoom link to meeting is on Page 2.) 

Glory and praise forever! (Daniel 3) 

This is the case at present in the United States.  Instead of seeing the Negro revolution as 

a manifestation of deep disorder that is eating away the inner substance of our society, 

because it is in ourselves, we look at it as a threat from outside ourselves—as a deplora-

ble revolutionary adventure by an understandably dissatisfied minority, goaded on by 

Red agitators.  But this is a totally fanciful view, which removes the crisis from the con-

text of reality into a dream-world of our own in which we procede to seek a dream-

solution.  We forget that the Negro is there because of us. His crisis is the result of our 

acts, and is, in fact our crisis.  Our total inability to see this is turning a common political 

problem into a violent conflict, in which there is no possibility of real dialogue, and in 

which the insensate shibboleths of racism drown out all hope of rational solutions.  

When this happens, even those Whites and Negroes who would normally be able to 

work together to find a common solution, will be driven apart, and the white man will 

become the black man’s enemy by the mere fact that he is white….It must then be said 

that thismost critical moment in American history is the providential “hour,” the Kairos 

not merely of the Negro, but of the white man.  It is, or at any rate it can be, God’s 

hour…   

   —Letters to a White Liberal, in Ramparts, December 1963
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TMC donation envelope (not) enclosed: 

Please make your monthly contribution to the 
support of the Thomas Merton Center.  
  

Your dollars make possible the sponsorship of 
the 8:45 Sunday Mass, monthly contributions to Seton 
School ($1,000) and the Ecumenical Hunger Program, 
spiritual education talks, retreats, and the publication of 
this bulletin.  Lay-led, self-sustaining, self-generating—
this is TMC.  Thanks to all who contribute.  
 

Donations can be made on our website, 
www.thomasmerton.org.  Click on the “Donate“ tab to make a 
donation via credit card or direct deposit.  Or you may mail your 
donation check to: TMC, P. O. Box 60061, Palo Alto, CA. 

 

TMC Board: Gerard McGuire, gerardmc@aol.com, 650-814-2223 
Bulletin: Kay Williams, kaywill@pacbell.net 

Finance:  Helena Wee, 650-520-7556 , shhwee@sbcglobal.net 
Hospitality:  J im Davis, 650-704-8002 

Liturgy:  John Arnold,  650-269-2950, jsaoso@comcast.net 
                Sally Benson, 408-464-0750, sallymbenson@gmail.com 
Membership: Kay Williams, 650-270-4188, kaywill@pacbell.net 

Adult Education: J im Davis, 650-704-8002, Jim_Davis@pacbell.net                      
                     Mary Coady, 650-261-9155, coady_94025@yahoo.com 

Website:  J im Davis, 650-704-8002, james_davis@pacbell.net 
 

PRAY FOR US: Please remember  in your  prayers this week Ar t 
Adams, Denise Alongi, Rudy Bahr, Char Buchholz, Tom Carmody, 
Kerry Carmody, George Chippendale, Mary Connors, Mike 
Cummings, Jim Davis, Ken Dias, Pat Dietrich, Dick Freeman, 
Deonna Gill, Emily Gill, Joanne Hasegawa, Fr. John Hester, Dean 
Judd, Hunter Kubit, Dick Jackman, Alicia Kot, Fr. Bill Leininger, 
Andre and Alyssa Lippard, Deacon Ysidro and Dolores Madrigal, 
Patricia Markee, Nancy Marty, Mercedes McCaffrey, Maureen 
Mooney, Susan Miller, Hayden Pastorini, Dick and Jeanne Placone, 
Paul Prochaska, Anne Rush, Priya Smith, Bernice Sullivan, Jean 
Vistica, Dolores Walsh, and T. J. Wooten.                                                   
[Add/subtract names by e-mailing  Kay Williams, kaywill@ pacbell.net.] 

NOTE:  This is our new dedicated TMC Zoom ac-
count log-in information.  

On Sunday, June 7, at 1:00 pm, please join the TMC 
Coffee and Donut Hour—via Zoom.  Here is the in-
formation: (no password necessary): 

Join Zoom Meeting:   

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81402157461 
 
Meeting ID: 814 0215 7461 
 
One tap mobile: 
+16699006833,,81402157461#,,1#,158515# US (San Jose) 
Or by telephone:  +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Questions:  Call Kay Williams, 650-270-4188 

TMC Coffee Hour  invitation (via Zoom): Masses streamed from STA church: 

Assistance to Ecumenical Hunger Project: 

Once again, EHP is asking for your help. A family  
needs a refrigerator. The husband was laid off and they 
have several young children at home. Their refrigerator 
died and they are currently using a cooler to keep per-
ishables. A used frig is fine, as long as it’s in working 
condition.  
Fans are also needed. As the weather heats up, those 
who are quarantined or living in cramped quarters 
would really appreciate a fan, especially seniors and 
families with young babies. If you have an extra fan, 
email to info@ehpcares.org or call 650-323-7781. If no 
one answers, please leave a message and someone will 
get back to you. EHP is currently open Tues to Thurs, 9 
am - 5 pm, barring any unforeseen incidents. 

1) Parish Mass: Attend Mass at 11:00 am, streamed 

from STA church every Sunday morning and celebrated 

by STA pastor Fr. Stasys Mikalonis or vicar Fr. Sev 

Kuupuo:  https://dsj.zoom.us/j/759166471 

2) Stanford Catholic Community:  Attend Mass at 4:30 

p.m. every Sunday, streamed from STA church and cele-

brated by the Dominican priests of the Stanford Catholic 

Community (including Fr. Xavier Lavagetto, who has 

celebrated the TMC Mass once a month for several 

years):  go to www.stanfordcatholic.org for that day’s 

link to the YouTube channel. 

[See photos below of the STA sanctuary with the video/

sound equipment in place for streaming live Masses.] 

Photos by 

Nora 

Lundin, 

April 

2020] 
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Proposal for TMC action against racism: 

This article is written in memory and honor of Thomas 

Williams, a faithful member of The Thomas Merton 

Center, who died a year ago this week.  One of Tom’s 

many achievements was as a pioneering African Amer-

ican member of the varsity football team at Stanford, 

and who sought “…to level the playing field” for peo-

ple of color in athletics following graduation.   This is 

timely and relevant to the article below. 

The Thomas Merton Center is a living, “breathing” 

organization, and should be a witness in the “I can’t 

breathe” deathly mantra most recently gasped in Min-

neapolis.  There are countless Minneapolises in the 

nation.  Minneapolis is not exactly in the cradle of the 

Confederacy, so the Peninsula should not consider it-

self exceptional. 

Thomas Merton, the inspiration for this organization, 

was quite active in addressing issues of racial and so-

cial injustice.  This was particularly manifested in his 

support of the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 

“Letter from Birmingham Jail” of 1963.   (I encourage 

the reading of “Reflection on Race by Thomas Mer-

ton,” authored by Joyce Rothermel, February 8, 2018.) 

There is a relevant metaphor in a dramatic action taken 

a couple of years ago by the former professional foot-

ball player, Colin Kaepernick, in “taking a knee” on the 

sidelines prior to the game. He did so to obtain national 

television exposure to his concerns about racial and 

social injustice.  Conversely, the police officer in Min-

neapolis, supported by his uniformed accomplishers, 

used his knee to further injustice. 

These two actions, the former dramatic, the latter trag-

ic, brings to mind the Northern California Innocence 

Project, a non-profit organization headquartered at San-

ta Clara University. Its mission  is “…to promote a fair, 

effective, and compassionate criminal justice system 

and protect the rights of the innocent.” It is generally 

acknowledged that communities of color are more ad-

versely affected than others by failures in the criminal 

justice system.  These venues are the ones in which the 

Innocence Project works quite effectively, and is need-

ed by communities of color.    

It is recommended that TMC consider an annual 

gift to the Innocence Project, and its first gift might 

be, appropriately, in honor of Colin Kaepernick. By 

taking a knee, his job was taken.  

The TMC should be honored to be on his team. 

—Henry P. Organ, TMC Member, Menlo Park, CA 

TMC member Bob Foley has extended an invitation to 

all TMC members who would like to participate in a 

faith-sharing group to examine white privilege and the 

sin of racism.  Suggested articles and books and 

YouTube videos as a basis for discussion are available 

from Bob (and were sent out last week in the TMC 

Coffee Hour invitation).  Please respond to Bob direct-

ly if you’d like to participate:  bob.foley@gmail.com. 

Join TMC faith-sharing group on racism:  

St, Vincent de Paul donations update: 

Dear Parishioners, 
Thank you so much for your generosity at this very diffi-
cult time. Since the shutdown March 16th parishioners 
have continued to help support our neighbors with great-
er needs.  
 
Our parish donations on-line and through parishioner 
checks have totaled $ 13,232.00, including $300 in 
memory of Cliff Herndon and $250 in memory of Robert 
Hagarty, both long-time St. Vincent de Paul volunteers. 
We also received $500.00 in copay assistance from 
SVdP in other parishes. 
 
You have helped 5 families and 3 disabled seniors with 
rents totalling $12,444.50, a woman needing emergency 
dental surgery for $885.00, and a woman who needed car 
insurance for $216.00, as well as providing immediate 
help with a grocery card and a food bag at the pastoral 
center door.  Please continue to be generous on line and 
with your checks. We currently have 3 families hoping 
for your assistance. 
 

At this time we can have less contact and listening time. 
We are working out ways to continue to help people. We 
have two families so far who have asked for emergency 
help.  There are people living at the edge of resources. 
Please join us in our prayerful work.  May God bless you 
all at this difficult time. 
  —Anne Fillin 
 
You can address checks to St Thomas Aquinas parish 
with comment SVdP. These will count in your parish 
donations, but will be put into a separate SVdP acct. 
SVdP doesn't receive notice of the person who gives 
these donations. 
 
If you want to address directly then sending a check to 
St. Vincent de Paul STA is shortest. Since SVdP is part 
of a 501-c-3 we can acknowledge gratefully your dona-
tion.   
 
Address if donating directly: 
St. Vincent de Paul 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
3290 Middlefield Rd,  
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
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A Call to Faithful Action: online, at home, on 
the streets: 

Multifaith Voices for Peace and Justice reminds us 
that “A time comes when silence is betrayal and that 

time has come for us.”   
—from Clergy & Laity Concerned, 1967. 

 

Many of us are unsure how to most faithfully protest 
the egregious atrocities of violence against our black 
siblings and how to stand up and take action for justice 
in this tumultuous time. As each of us discerns what we 
are called to do: 
~ Let us turn to the best in our own faith tradition that 
inspires us to be most loving and courageous. 
~ Let us learn from others - those of other faith tradi-
tions and leaders from the past. 
~ Let us remember, and commit, that we are in this 
struggle for the long haul. 
 

MVPJ's website is pulling together resources for how 
to respond ~ online ~ at home ~ on the streets. 
For starters (See many more ideas on our website. Add 

your own ideas here.): 
Online - Join our Peaceful Presence focused on Racial 
Justice and hosted by the MVPA Musalla Islamic Cen-

ter on Thursday, June 11, 7:00 pm 
At Home: Post a sign of solidarity in your yard,      

window or car. 
On the Streets: There are daily events on the Peninsu-
la, including one this Saturday, June 6, 12 Noon at Palo 

Alto King Plaza. 
 

Also on our website: 
Suggestions for actions online, at home, and on the 
streets. This list will grow and be updated regularly. 

Send us your ideas! 
 

Statements, videos and events  
from diverse faith traditions 

 

King's speech  
including "A riot is the language of the unheard." 

 

Calendar for you to submit virtual  
and in person events to be posted. 

 

Multifaith Voices for Peace & Justice 
www.multifaithpeace.org   

With deep sadness we share the news that Chris Lundin, 
longtime member of the MVPJ Steering Committee, 
loyal songleader, passionate and faithful advocate for 
peace and justice, and incredible friend and colleague, 
died on Jun 4, 2020.  

Many of you will recognize the pictures of Chris leading 
songs with his guitar at MVPJ 
events, which he has done won-
derfully and regularly ever since 
2003 when his father, Walt 
Lundin, asked him to provide 
music for our 24-hour vigil in 
front of Palo Alto City Hall on 
the weekend before the U.S. at-
tacked Iraq. (Walt Lundin was a 
founding member of MVPJ.) On 

countless occasions in the past 17 years, Chris' gentle 
spirit and gift of music invited us all to participate, and 
enriched almost every gathering we have had.  

Shortly after the 2003 event, Chris "inherited" his fa-
ther's role on our MVPJ Steering Committee. He has 
been our primary liaison with St. Thomas Aquinas Cath-
olic Parish. Chris' commitment to peace strengthened 
our relationship with the Roman Catholic community 
both locally and beyond. 

But Chris was so much more than a musician and a liai-
son, he was a wise leader, insightful colleague, and in-
credible friend to us all. His warm, inclusive presence 
was a gift to everyone. His humor was a delight when 
our work seemed so heavy. His patience and dedication 
unparalleled. His vibrant and energetic spirit led one 
MVPJ member comment that he seemed eternally 
young. His passion and commitment for justice and 
peace urged us to move forward with bolder and more 

faithful words and actions. 

In rain or shine (we couldn't find 
pictures of him with umbrellas, 
but we have the memories), at 
dawn, dusk or high noon, on Lyt-
ton Plaza or King Plaza or march-
ing on University Ave., in 
churches, synagogues and 
mosques, at trainings, teach-ins, 
protests and vigils, and tenacious-
ly at almost every planning and 
organizing meeting, Chris was 

always with us. 

We express our sincere sympathy to Chris's whole fami-
ly, and to his church community of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

We lift up prayers of profound 
gratitute for the gift of his pres-
ence among us for so many 
years. 

We commit to keep his spirit 
alive not only in our hearts, but 
in our continued work, so terribly 
needed, for justice and peace. 
Thank you to Dick Duda for the first picture of Chris 
playing the guitar. Thank you to Pro Bono Photography 
for the other two pictures, which were taken at our 
MVPJ September 11 Peace Picnic in 2017.  

—-MVPJ website 

In loving memory of Chris Lundin: 

Pope on World Environment Day June 5: 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Building a healthier, better world 

depends on everyone, Pope Francis said in his message mark-

ing World Environment Day June 5. 

"We cannot remain silent before the outcry when we realize 

the very high costs of the destruction and exploitation of the 

ecosystem. This is not a time to continue looking the other 

way, indifferent to the signs that our planet is being plun-

dered and violated by greed for profit, very often in the name 

of progress," he wrote.  "We have the chance to reverse 

course, to commit ourselves to a better, healthier world and 

to pass it on to future generations…” [He] said “the pandem-

ic reminds us that "in the face of adversity, new paths always 

open in order for us to be united as a great human family." 



Racism is the temptation white people have yet to overcome: 

[by Sr.Joan Chittister], National Catholic Reporter, 6/3/20] 

Thirty cities, they say. Thirty cities. Thirty cities 

burned from coast to coast. You can hear the tsk-tsking 

everywhere. You can see the heads shaking with disgust, 

with frustration, with deep disapproval — with despair. 

You can see the looks of confusion and horror, of dismay 

and doubt. Why would something like this happen? Why 

George Floyd? Why Derek Chauvin? Why here, of all 

places? Here in the "land of the free" and the "home of the 

brave"? 

There are reasons for all of this, of course, but we claim 

not to know them. When they finally force us to look our 

racism in the face, we call them "unfair." "There are better 

ways to call attention to your plight," we homilize them. 

But we don't tell them exactly what that is because we've 

never done it.  

As a result, the people we've kept down so they couldn't 

rise up, we condemn because they don't rise up. And so 

they did.  

Now, we're really unhappy about that. We had nothing to 

do with this racism thing, we say, and we're not going to 

apologize for something that happened centuries ago.  

But maybe we should think about that a little. After all, it's 

in our DNA. It's what we do. Generation after generation. 

No, this generation didn't buy slaves to pick cotton. In-

stead, this generation underpaid them so they'd keep doing 

the servant work we don't want to do. Or we deny them 

decent places to live, making it all but impossible for them 

to get nice little brick homes, too. Or we elect a president 

who calls other races names and insults while the whole 

world looks on in horror as the mask of gentility drops 

from the face of a racist nation. Or we allow him to put 

their children in cages to show the world that we don't 

want "those kind of people" around us.  

No doubt about it. We've done our share of racism while 

we blame it on the racist generations that went before us. 

Maybe just apologizing for our own sins against a people 

would be a start. 

As Mayor Sam Liccardo of San Jose, California, said on 

CNN May 30, " How are we going to step up around ques-

tions of racial equity from plaguing us really for centu-

ries?" Indeed. It erupts and we put it down. And it erupts 

again. And we put it down ... again and again and again. 

Isn't it about time that we ask ourselves whether or not a 

people who can forcibly enchain another race into slavery 

— and label them inhuman in order to justify it — can 

ever really admit that the blacks we chained and sold real-

ly were/are human without having to come face-to-face 

with our own inhumanity? 

Maybe this time — watching policeman Derek Chauvin 

kneel on a black man's neck until he dies on the street — 

we'll understand why quarterback Colin Kaepernick 

kneels during the singing of the national anthem in foot-

ball stadiums for all to see. Maybe we'll even have the 

integrity to stop trying to ruin Kaepernick's life because 

he's drawing our attention to it. Peacefully. Nonviolently. 

While the elites of the sport show their patriotism by trying 

to destroy Kaepernick, too. 

So what can we do about all of this after the National 

Guard goes back home again? There are three possibilities, 

I think:  

First, we can start having official mixed conversations in 

every community in the United States to identify the issues 

that embody the racial problems and legislate for their re-

lief. Here and now. Every community this time.  

Second, we can examine, evaluate, replace, reeducate and 

rebuild a police force in the United States that is as humane 

and evenhanded as we pretend it is.  

Finally, we must not let our private, personal selves off the 

hook. We are killing one fatal virus by each of us wearing 

masks and practicing social distancing. We can kill the 

virus of racism if we begin to practice social outreach 

across racial lines. By doing nothing but talking about it, 

we are the carriers of the disease of racism. Every family, 

every white person in the country, needs to reach out and 

make a black friend. 

Now whites need to get to know a black colleague, a black 

family, who comes to our houses and eats at our tables. We 

need to have black family friends who attend our parties 

and whose kids play with our kids. We need total outreach 

so that our words about equality, friendship and peace can 

become embodied in the entire society. Then the virus of 

racism will also die out. 

From where I stand, racism is the temptation white people 

have yet to overcome in an honest, genuine way. Catholics 

know that confessing the sin is not enough. According to 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church, forgiveness requires 

our "intention to make reparation," as well or, as we once 

said, "a firm purpose of amendment." 

Racism won't go away until each of us, white and black, 

melt into the human race as one. It won't start with legisla-

tion. It will only start when we do. 

Oh, by the way, as I worked on this column, the largest 

demonstration of citizens I have ever seen in Erie, Pennsyl-

vania, walked with purpose — black and white together — 

past the Benedictine priory. They were all peaceful. They 

were all chanting, "I can't breathe," while a cavalcade of 

cars drove behind them through inner-city Erie, honking as 

they went.  

Think about it: It happened in Erie, Pennsylvania, popula-

tion about 100,000. We didn't show up on television that 

night. Too small. But if, as the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr, 

said, "a riot is the language of the unheard," this orderly 

togetherness, God bless us, was the language of a new 

world in the making. Yes, some few turned violent. But a 

world in which no amount of agitators can stop peaceful 

protesters from rebuilding had already started.  

[Joan Chittister is a Benedictine sister of Erie, Pennsylva-

nia.] 
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