
The Thomas Merton Center for Catholic Spiritual Development, P.O. Box 60061, Palo Alto, 
California 94306, was founded by a group of Roman Catholic lay persons in 1995, and 
incorporated in 1996, to offer Catholic liturgy, to augment, support and lead the development of 
ecumenical spirituality, and to foster new ways for Catholics and other Christians to develop a 
deeper spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ and, through him, with God.  From its Catholic 
roots, it seeks to join with members of other faiths, Christian and non-Christian, to support 
religious education and spiritual development.  Visit: www.thomasmerton.org.  

Thomas Merton Center 

Community 

December 15, 2019 

This week: 

Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10 

James 5:7–9 

Matthew 11: 2–11 

Today‘s presider is Fr. Kevin Ballard, S.J. 
 

The Thomas Merton Center community worships and celebrates Sunday liturgy each 

week at the regularly scheduled 8:45 am parish Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 

Waverley and Homer Streets, Palo Alto.  Members of the Thomas Merton community 

participate in planning these liturgies in the spirit of Vatican II and its call to “full, 

active and conscious participation” in Catholic liturgical life. 
 

The Thomas Merton Center is supported by your donations.  If you choose to donate, 

there are return envelopes in the bulletin on the last Sunday of each month for your 

convenience (donations by check or cash are welcome).   The donation basket is in the 

back of church after Mass or available by the coffeepot after Mass—or you can use the 

envelope to mail your donation.  Please do not put your TMC envelope in the 

collection baskets passed during Mass (these are for parish contributions only). 

  

www.thomasmerton.org 

Next week: 

Isaiah 7:10–14 

Romans 1:1–7 

Matthew 1: 18–24 

Sunday, December 15, 10:30 - 12:00    Kenya Help Craft Fair, Thomas House 

Monday, December 16, 7:00 pm  TMC Spiritual Ed Committee, Thomas House library 

What is it that makes the world opaque?  It is care.  Everything becomes opaque in pro-

portion as we regard it as an individual object and become concerned with it.  There is 

this individual thing, there is this day that I have to live through.  It’s a particular day and 

so it’s opaque.  It comes to me in a big opaque package and I spend my time opening it 

up.  And then when I have taken all the package apart, it’s the evening, it’s the examina-

tion of conscience and I examine myself:  and I took all the paper off the package and 

there wasn’t anything in it.  Then the next day comes along, and that is what we do 

again….[I]f you can see...that people are transparent, and that the humanity of God is 

transparent in people, [then] you don’t have to take each person as an opaque package. 

You don’t have to know what makes the man tick.  All you have to see is that he is a 

manifestation of the humanity of God. 

--”A Life Free From Care,” excerpt from Merton’s last talk to novices before 

moving to the hermitage. 

Lord, come and save us. (Psalm 146) 
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TMC Board: Gerard McGuire, gerardmc@aol.com, 650-814-2223 

Bulletin: Kay Williams, kaywill@pacbell.net; Bob Capriles, 

bob_capriles2002@yahoo.com and Margaret Capriles,caprilesm@gmail.com 

Finance:  Helena Wee, 650-323-7987, shhwee@sbcglobal.net 

Hospitality:  Jim Davis, 328-2584 

Liturgy:  John Arnold,  325-1421, jsaoso@comcast.net 

                Sally Benson, 408-972-5843, sallymbenson@gmail.com 

Membership: Kay Williams, 650-270-4188, kaywill@pacbell.net 

Needs Net:  Roberta Kehret, 650-494-1488, robkehr@yahoo.com 

Adult Education: Jim Davis, 650-704-8002, Jim_Davis@pacbell.net                      

                     Mary Coady, 650-261-9155, coady_94025@yahoo.com 

Website:  Jim Davis, 328-2584, james_davis@pacbell.net 

SpeakOut Committee: Diana Diamond, dianaldiamond@ gmail.com 

Please join us after Mass in the Thomas House for coffee 

and donuts.  We especially encourage newcomers or those 

passing through town to stop by for food and fellowship. 

PRAY FOR US: Please remember in your prayers this week Art 

Adams, Denise Alongi, Rudy Bahr, Tom Carmody, Kerry Carmody, 

George Chippendale, Mary Connors, Mike Cummings, Jim Davis, 
Ken Dias, Pat Dietrich, Dick Freeman, Deonna Gill, Emily Gill, 

Joanne Hasegawa, Fr. John Hester, Dean Judd, Hunter Kubit, Dick 

Jackman, Alicia Kot, Fr. Bill Leininger, Andre and Alyssa Lippard, 
Deacon Ysidro and Dolores Madrigal, Patricia Markee, Nancy 

Marty, Maureen Mooney, Hayden Pastorini, Alicia Placone-

Combetta, Paul Prochaska, Anne Rush, Priya Smith, Bernice Sulli-
van, Jean Vistica, Dolores Walsh, and T. J. Wooten.                                                   

[Add/subtract names by e-mailing  Kay Williams, kaywill@ pacbell.net.] 

Adopt-a-Family gift collection: 

We are collecting the Adopt a Family gifts for the tags 

you selected in November. 

Please wrap the gifts, including the gift cards in a small 

box, to add gifts to open. Please attach the red tree tag 

on the front with the family and child’s name visible. 

You can bring the gifts to our table in the back of 

church today before and after 8:45 Mass. 

Please do not put these gifts under 

the tree in the back of church. 

That is a separate gift drive.  

Thanks and blessings for your 

generosity. Call Barbara Kent 

(650) 3230879  to make arrange-

ments as needed. 

Kenya Help Craft Fair today: 

The final Kenya Help Craft Fair of the 

season will take place today following 

the 8:45 a.m. Mass, in the Thomas 

House.   

Come on over to the Thomas House for 

coffee and doughnuts and take a minute to view the 

handmade crafts from Kenya.  Your donation to Kenya 

Help supports the high school scholarships that are 

available to needy girls and boys in the Naivasha area of 

Kenya.  Read heartwarming success stories of young 

people whose Kenya Help-funded high school education 

has carried them into university studies and career train-

ings--far forward from where their family circumstances 

placed them.  And pick up that last Christmas gift for a 

special friend or relative! 

 

Help decorate Christmas altar on Dec. 22: 

The 8:45 Liturgy Committee hopes you might have 

time to help decorate the altar for Christmas.  The job 

will be done on Sunday, December 22, at 2:00 p.m.  It 

is especially helpful to have some younger, nimbler 

people on hand--the Nativity figures are stored in the 

choir loft upstairs.  The more hands and feet in the 

church sanctuary, the more 

efficiently the altar is brought 

into bloom. 

Greenery and flowers needed:  

Evergreen boughs are needed 

for the wooden creche.  Please 

bring fresh cut boughs to 

church on Dec. 22, or drop them off Sunday afternoon 

in the church during the decorating activities.  Also, 

while we have ordered poinsettias  for the altar, addi-

tional potted flowers in red and especially white can be 

put to decorative use.   

 

Heart & Home shelter meal on Dec. 19: 

The Heart and Home Women's winter shelter is open!  

Our parish is committed to providing a meal to the la-

dies at the overnight shelter on Thursday, December 

19th at Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto. We en-

courage parishioners to prepare a small homemade dish 

for 6 or more as a personal contribution to this dinner to 

support the efforts of many people to house homeless 

ladies during the cold, wet winter nights.  Please call 

Human Concerns rep Terry at 650-714-2131 for any 

questions or contributions.  

Christmas Giving Tree info: 

Our Christmas Giving Trees are up in the churches for 

the Sundays of Advent. Please take a tag or two and 

return the gifts to the tree. The gifts will be given to 

children in East Palo Alto who may otherwise not have 

a gift on Christmas.   

Christmas Eve Mass is at 6:00 pm: 

Please note that the TMC Mass for Christmas is at 

6:00 pm on Christmas Eve.  There will be no 8:45 am 

Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas on Christmas Day.  
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Frank look at clericalism & sexuality: 

[By Catherine R. Osborne, America, 12/9/19] 

Since Pope Francis identified “clericalism” as a key 

factor in the sexual abuse crisis, it has been a topic of 

intense discussion among both laypeople and priests. 

Francis sees it as a sickness that associates ministry 

with power rather than service. A hierarchical attitude 

that separates clergy and elevates them above the laity, 

clericalism seems to permeate the institutional church. 

…{T]he overall sexual behavior and identity of clergy 

is relatively unexamined territory. 

That may change with a three-year research project on 

“Clericalism and Sexuality” at the Von Hügel Institute 

for Critical Catholic Inquiry at St. Edmund’s College, 

University of Cambridge. In September, an internation-

al, interdisciplinary group of scholars gathered for a 

symposium to identify questions of interest. Luigi Gi-

oia, the project’s originator, said he hopes to “collect 

reliable data and analyze it from an interdisciplinary 

viewpoint,” especially inviting sociologists and anthro-

pologists to weigh in. 

Symposium attendees came from the fields of psychol-

ogy, sociology and history, as well as theology. Nearly 

all were Catholic and many were priests, vowed reli-

gious or lay members of movements ranging from Opus 

Dei to the Catholic Worker. To this deeply committed 

group, it seemed obvious that clericalism has been a 

disaster for the church. As the theologian M. Shawn 

Copeland argued, clericalism is based on the assump-

tion that some human beings really are different than 

others in God’s eyes. It both resembles and overlaps 

with patriarchy, racism and colonialism, all systems 

that maintain hierarchical relationships among groups. 

Midway through the symposium, the value of an inter-

disciplinary exchange came clearly into view when the 

anthropologist Maya Mayblin upended the conversa-

tion... Dr. Mayblin observed that, from a more neutral 

point of view, clericalism seems to have worked quite 

well, for quite a long time, in the church. But its re-

wards do not seem to go only to the clergy who attain 

elevated positions; they also go to the many laypeople 

who support and even demand this system of hierar-

chical separation. 

For both clergy and laity, the system functions as a per-

sonified version of the “Sunday/Monday divide,” which 

theologians also love to bemoan. In practice, the Sun-

day/Monday divide solves key questions for people 

whose workday world demands that they believe and 

behave quite differently than they do in church. Cleri-

calism, meanwhile, creates a caste of “special” people, 

enabling laypeople to both call upon priests to be super-

humanly good and (sometimes) evade Christian respon-

sibilities themselves. From a theological point of view it 

is easy to denigrate this system; from a practical point of 

view, it is clear why many people resist changing it. 

Dr. Mayblin’s interviews with (primarily) ex-priests in 

rural Brazil, each of whom had been in a long-term rela-

tionship with a woman while an active member of the 

clergy, reflects on how clergy often create a version of 

this divide within themselves. The act of vesting for 

Mass functions, for Dr. Mayblin’s subjects, as a kind of 

“getting into character,” and the man acting as a husband 

is, in some very real way, different from the man acting 

as a priest….[M]ost of Dr. Mayblin’s subjects have left 

or are thinking of leaving the priesthood, finding it diffi-

cult to envision what systemic change would look like. 

Dr. Mayblin was not the only symposium presenter to 

mention the human costs of a clerical caste system main-

tained by systemic dishonesty. Sean Larsen, the manag-

ing editor of the online academic forum Syndicate, in-

voked the insights of St. Augustine and James Baldwin 

regarding the psychological mechanisms of self-

deception, which so often poison the soul even as they 

seem to protect us from acknowledging the consequences 

of our way of life. 

As Augustine wrote, “Unable to conceal what was done, 

and unable to say it did good, and seeing it obvious they 

did it,” people “try to transfer responsibility for what 

they did to someone else, thinking to avoid the conse-

quences in this way. By refusing to acknowledge their 

guilt they add to their guilt, and they do not realize that 

by excusing themselves instead of accusing themselves 

of their sins they do not keep away the punishment, but 

the pardon.” Clericalism, which enforces a culture of 

silence about a wide range of priestly wrongdoing in a 

misguided quest to avoid “scandal,” takes this human 

tendency to a systemic level, forcing many clergy to be-

come untrustworthy both to themselves and to others.  

The central issue for clergy of all sexual orientations 

appears to be the systemic dishonesty that can flow from 

a Sunday/Monday life of public celibacy and 

“private” (but widely known and tolerated) sexual en-

counters—even as the same clergy castigate laypeople 

for their own illicit sexual conduct. 

As Dr. Gioia commented, most symposium participants 

agreed that “sexuality is an issue with regards to clerical-

ism not in the sense that sexuality itself is a problem but 

because a harmonious relation to sexuality requires a 

healthy relation to power, truth-telling and emotions—

exactly the areas which are compromised because of 

clericalism.”... 
  

[Catherine R. Osborne is a historian of American Catholicism and the 
author of American Catholics and the Church of Tomorrow: Building 

Churches for the Future, 1925-1975 (University of Chicago Press, 

2018). She lives in South Bend, Ind.] 
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SACRAMENTO, CALIF. —Half of California's Cath-

olic dioceses expect to be subpoenaed by the state at-

torney general as part of an investigation into whether 

they have properly handled allegations of sexual abuse 

by priests, a church spokesman said Dec. 10. 

The subpoenas are expected for the six dioceses that 

have already been voluntarily providing documents 

since May, church spokesman Kevin Eckery said. They 

are the archdioceses of Los Angeles and San Francisco 

and the dioceses of Sacramento, Fresno, San Jose and 

Orange. 

Attorney General Xavier Becerra's office sent letters to 

all 12 dioceses in May asking them to voluntarily retain 

documents related to the abuse allegations that have 

forced the church to pay hundreds of millions of dollars 

to victims. But only six were asked to produce docu-

ments.... 

Becerra's office said Dec. 10 that it doesn't comment on 

potential or ongoing investigations, to protect their in-

tegrity. Church leaders were told last week that the sub-

poenas would be issued, but they have not yet been 

received. Eckery did not know what additional material 

state investigators are seeking. 

"That will be in the language of the subpoena, so we 

don't know the full scope. We can assume it's to further 

the existing review on compliance with mandatory re-

porting," he said. "I think it's kind of a belts-and-

suspenders approach, plus these records contain things 

that are not our property, for instance we can't be giv-

ing out medical records willy-nilly" unless there is a 

court order. 

Sacramento Bishop Jaime Soto said in a statement that 

the church "is committed to a full accounting of the 

past sins of clergy sexual abuse…”  

A new law taking effect Jan. 1 is expected to bring 

many more lawsuits when it temporarily lifts age limits 

on filing abuse claims that may be decades old.        # 

Subpoenas for CA dioceses: 

Our Lady of Guadalupe: Mother of the Americas 

[By Pat Marrin, NCR, 12/11/2019] 

“How does this happen to me, that the mother of my 

Lord should come to me?”  

(Zech 2:14-17; Rev 11:19a; 12:1-6a,10ab; Luke 1:39-47) 

The appearance of Mary in Mexico, like the Gospels 

themselves, is hard to track historically, but its impact is 

astonishing and in its own way miraculous. It constitutes 

the effective reconquest of the Spanish by the indigenous 

peoples in a brilliant repudiation of the brutality of the 

European invasion by confronting the invaders with their 

own Mother, but in indigenous form.  The Virgin Mary 

appears to the poor peasant Juan Diego as a pregnant 

Mestiza princess who commands the Spanish bishop to 

build a church on the site of an ancient Aztec temple.   

God, in other words, had already been in the Americas 

when the conquistadores arrived, using armor, horses, 

guns and ultimately disease to enslave and decimate the 

native peoples and to ship their gold and silver back to 

the coffers of Spain to fund further its colonial expan-

sion. The Virgin of Guadalupe appeared representing the 

natives as a witness to their suffering. 

How can we observe this great feast of the Mother of the 

Americas without reflecting on the treatment of Mexico 

and Central America in our own times? Walls and cages 

meet their aspirations to come north as refugees from the 

violence in their own countries, destabilized by repeated 

interventions and fueled by the appetite for drugs of their 

neighbors to the north. 

Trade agreements that use cheap labor and low environ-

mental standards to profit North American corporations 

have added to the pressure to emigrate to where there are 

jobs for those willing to remain invisible in the under-

ground economy, without hope, legal protection or 

recognition of their human dignity.   

In today’s Gospel, two pregnant peasant women com-

mune with joy that God hears the cry of the poor and will 

keep every promise to the downtrodden and marginal-

ized.  Elizabeth exclaims, “Who am I that the mother of 

my Lord should come to me?” A few verses later, Mary 

will break into song magnifying God for his preferential 

option for the poor, and will then describe what a just 

God will do to the powerful on their thrones and the sati-

ated at their tables for neglecting the poor, the weak and 

the hungry. 

There is no need to exaggerate what history testifies to 

and the daily news describes. What is needed is a change 

of heart and eyes open to the tragedy at our borders and 

the judgment sure to follow if we do not change course. 

Mary, Mother of the Americas, appeals to us all to pre-

pare the way for the coming of her Son on all sides of the 

border and in every person, as a brother and a sister in 

the one human family of God.                               # 


