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News from the STA Mass 

communities:  
 

7:15 Daily Mass: Fr. Jerry 
Brown, S.S., celebrated Mass on  
Dec. 21 during his vacation here. 
He is back in Baltimore, MD 
now. 

 

7:30 Sunday Mass:  Fr. John 
Hester had a fall on Dec 12th 
and is at the Skilled Nursing 
Center at the “Vi" for rehab.  
Please keep him in your prayers 
for a speedy recovery. 
 

8:45 Sunday Mass: The 6 pm 
Christmas Eve Mass was enli-
vened by the full force St. Fran-
cis Church Tongan choir led by 
John and Lani Eke.  
 

10:30 Sunday Mass:  Char-
lotte Gross, sacristan, is sin-
cerely inviting potential lectors 
or sacristans to step forward to 
help at this Mass.  Don’t be shy! 
 

12:00 Sunday Mass:  Enjoy 
hearing and singing Gregorian 
chant each week. 
  
12:15 Daily Mass:  The church 
is open all morning before this 
noon Mass, except on Saturdays. 

Monthly Meeting:  
1st Wednesday of the month  
 

Next regular Site meeting: 
Wednesday, January 4, 2017,  

7:30 pm, Thomas House Library 
 

Agenda (tentative): 
• Mission Statement finale 

• Church steps & exterior 

• Calendaring events 

• Guadalupe tapestry 

Monthly newsletter: 
Sunday before first Wednesday 

Editor: Kay Williams, 650-270-
4188, kaywill@pacbell.net 

STA Site 

Committee plans: 

Steeple Talk 

Newsletter  o f  the St .  Thomas Aquinas Church Si te  Committee 

Newcomers:   
On the first Sunday of the 
month, a parish volunteer stands 
by a table on the curb outside of 
church, welcoming newcomers 
at each Mass and inviting them 
to sign up as a parishioner.   

10:30 Mass:   

Brooke Meitzler, Mountain 
View 
 

Thomas House Library: Vol-
unteer to keep the library open a 
couple of hours a week.  Contact 
Ted Baer at 650-690-6732, ta-
baer@sbcglobal.net. 

Seton School choir and 

tamales at STA: 

On December 11th, 

SES students, fac-

ulty, Principal Eve-

lyn Rosa and Devel-

opment Director 

Carmel Caligaris  

thanked the St. Tho-

mas Aquinas communities 

for their support by serving 

tamales, hand-made by a 

parent, in the Thomas 

House.  A choir of SES stu-

dents led by Judy Bayse 

STA Site activities:  

The Christmas crèche that ap-
pears each season at the left 
side altar of the church was en-
hanced this year with the addi-
tion of a new backdrop, depict-

ing 
the 

hills of Bethlehem under the 
starry sky so familiar to us from 
Christmas carols.  We are in-
debted to several people who 
were instrumental in bringing 
this project to fruition. 
 

STA Site Committee member 
Helen Baumann had the origi-
nal vision of how such an im-
provement could be realized.  
Last year, after discussions with 
the 8:45 Mass Liturgy Team, 

hooks, added spot lights to 
the track, and the canvas 
was raised up!   
 

The church was very cold 
that night, and the team got 
hungry waiting for Law-
rence to return with the 
hardware. (He reported 1.5 
hours from STA to Home 
Depot—traffic backups.)  
The magic of pizza deliv-
ery warmed and nourished 
them for the final effort.  
Thank you all—you made 
it happen! 

O Little Star of Bethlehem: 
she commissioned her friend, 
designer/illustrator Elizabeth 
Lada, to paint a canvas that 
would fully cover the wall, 
thus highlighting the venerable 
crèche and Nativity figures.  
The canvas was painted last 
year, but not quite in time to be 
mounted—the paint wasn’t dry 
by Christmas.  
 

Once the Liturgy folks saw the 
canvas unfurled on the floor of 
the church this year, they real-
ized that mounting it would be 
their biggest task.  Enter Law-
rence Lopez, regular attendee 
at the 8:45 Mass (often with his 
daughter, Maya).  Lawrence is 
an electrician and volunteered 
to help figure out how to get 
the canvas up.  With the help 
of a contractor friend, and the 
Lit Team members John Ar-
nold, Sally Benson, Judy 
Washburn and Jim Davis, on 
the Tuesday night before 
Christmas, Lawrence and 
friend got the hardware from 
Home Depot, installed the 

added to the festivities by 

singing Christmas carols in 

the Thomas 

House living 

room.  Thanks 

goes to the vari-

ous STA hospi-

tality groups and 

musicians who rearranged the 

location of their regular ac-

tivities to accommodate the 

visit from the SES commu-

nity between the 8:45 and 

10:30 am liturgies    

                   —Anna Jaklitsch 



Shoes for Opportunity Center: 
As of December 19, many, many pairs 

of shoes in new or very good condition 

and warm clothing have been donated 

and taken to the Opportunity Center for 

their clients who need them.  Several 

pairs of donated children's shoes will be 

available for families living in their 

apartment units. Thank you, all.   
—The Human Concerns Committee and 

Green Committee  
 

St. Ann Choir events: 

The St. Ann Choir sang the First Ves-

pers of the Solemnity of Mary (New 

Year's Day) on New Year's Eve at St. 

Ann Chapel, singing five polyphonic 

antiphons by Josquin Des Prez as pat of 

the chanted Vespers.  They will sing for 

the noon Mass on New Year's Day, 

singing the Missa Caça by Cristóbal de 

Morales. The following Sunday, Epiph-

any, they will sing the Missa O Mag-

num Mysterium by Tomás Luis de Vic-

toria. They are looking forward to a Sol-

Mission Statement: The Site Committee for St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church works to encourage 

community-building within our six individual Mass 

communities, among our Mass communities, and 

within the larger parish community.  We do this 

by enhancing our liturgies, exercising responsible 

stewardship of our facilities, and working to im-

prove communications at all levels of our parish 

community. 

Site committee meetings are (usually) held the 1st 

Wednesday of the month in the Library of the Thomas 

House. All are welcome, but if you cannot attend, send 

questions or suggestions to Kay Williams, (650) 270-

4188, kaywill@pacbell.net. 

751 Waverley Street 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Site Committee: 
Ted Baer                   Bob Barron               Helen Baumann     

Jan Dedek                 Judy Foley                 Anna Jaklitsch  

Nora Lundin              Bill Mahrt                 Bob March   

Vicki Sullivan              Kay Williams         and occasional others 

From the church steps: 

Parish pathways: 

S.O.U.P. planning Jan. 11: 
The Wednesday night S.O.U.P. 
program (Sharing Ourselves with 
Undernourished People) is on hia-
tus for now. Over the years this 
group has donated +/−$100,000 to 
local charities and to Father Jack 
Donald, a Palo Alto native who 
has transformed lives in Central 
America as part of the Interna-
tional Ministries of the Society of 
Jesus. The basic plan for SOUP is 
simple. Three families bring soup 
to the meeting and a few bring 
wine and juice. Each person brings 
a bowl and crackers or bread.  We 
have an hour of good conversation 
and a simple dinner. At the end of 
the meal, each person donates 
what they would have spent at the 
market or dining out. 
 

In the past SOUP has met twice a 
month from September to May, 
except weekly during Lent, at 
6:00PM on Wednesday nights at 
the OLR Hall. 
 

Bill and Anne Morrison are very 
interested in restarting this group 
and have set Wed., Jan. 11 at 6 pm 

at OLR Hall as the time to plan for 
the next S.O.U.P. sessions. Please 
let them know if you are interested 
in joining the SOUP group. All 
comments/ideas are welcome: 
wfmorrison27@gmail.com. 
 
 

Multifaith Service of Concern 

and Commitment January 19: 
Multifaith Voices for Peace & Jus-
tice invites you to join Thursday, 
Jan. 19, 7-8:30pm, on the eve of 
the inauguration, at Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church, 505 E. Charles-
ton. On this evening prior to Inau-
guration Day, we will come to-
gether across many religious and 
spiritual traditions to voice our 
concern and fear about the coming 
four years in our country, to pray 
for strength and wisdom for the 
years ahead, and to commit to-
gether to act for justice, compas-
sion and equality for our society 
and our world. There will be song-
leaders and choirs, prayers and 
readings, time for silence and shar-
ing. People of all faiths - and no 
faith - are welcome. 
 

emn High Mass in the old rite on February 

2nd, Candlemas, the Presentation of the 

Lord and the Purification of Mary. For 

Christmas Eve, they sang the Missa Lau-

date Dominum by Orlando di Lasso, and 

for Christmas Day, the Missa O Quam 

Gloriosum by Victoria.  
 

Reports on Christmas giving: 

Here at STA we participate in two projects 

which bring gifts to families in East Palo 

Alto: 
 

8:45 Mass Community  

Adopt a Family for Christmas: 
Once again the 8:45 Mass Community 
adopted 5 families of Seton School stu-
dents for Christmas.  Our generous 
members took tags for specifically re-
quested gifts for 26 individuals in the 
families, and returned about 50 wrapped 
and tagged gifts.  The volunteers who 
delivered the gifts during the days be-
fore Christmas reported the delight that 
each family expressed at seeing the 
armloads of gifts.  One mother arranged 

a secret meeting for her delivery so 
she could surprise her children for 
Christmas.  Christmas dinners were 
also provided. We were pleased to 
brighten the lives of these families 
this Christmas. 

 

Parish Giving Tree Results: 
The St. Vincent de Paul Conference 
of our parish would like to thank all 
parishioners who donated gifts under 
the “Giving Trees” this year. Thank 
you for your generosity during this 
Christmas Season! 

 

Volunteer for emergency proce-
dures prep:  
Regular attendees at each STA Mass 
are needed to be instructed in emer-
gency procedures to be followed in 
case of an earthquake/fire occurring 
during the Mass.  The procedures are 
simple, but because STA has only two 
exits, someone has to take charge and 
guide people out of the church to 
safety.  “Training” will take a few min-
utes only!  Contact Ted Baer, ta-
baer@sbcglobal.net, 650-690-6732. 


