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��
��	��� This week: 

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 

1 John 2:1-5a 

Luke 24:35-48 

��
��� Lord, let your face shine on us.  (Psalm 4) 

���
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Today’s presider is Msgr. Gene Boyle. 

The Thomas Merton Center community worships and celebrates Sunday liturgy each 
week at the regularly scheduled 8:45 am parish Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 
Waverley and Homer Streets, Palo Alto.  Members of the Thomas Merton commu-
nity participate in planning these liturgies in the spirit of Vatican II and its call to 
“full, active and conscious participation” in Catholic liturgical life. 

The Thomas Merton Center is supported by your donations.  If you choose to donate, 
there are return envelopes in the bulletin on the last Sunday of each month for your 
convenience (donations by check or cash are welcome).   The donation basket is in 
the back of church after Mass or available by the coffeepot after Mass—or you can 
use the envelope to mail your donation.  Please do not put your TMC envelope in the 
collection baskets passed during Mass (these are for parish contributions only). 
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The Thomas Merton Center for Catholic Spiritual Development, P.O. Box 60061, Palo Alto, California 
94306, was founded by a group of Roman Catholic lay persons in 1995, and incorporated in 1996, to offer 
Catholic liturgy; to augment, support and lead the development of ecumenical spirituality; and to foster new 
ways for Catholics and other Christians to develop a deeper spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ and, 
through him, with God.  From its Catholic roots, it seeks to join with members of other faiths, Christian and 
non-Christian, to support religious education and spiritual development. 
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www.thomasmerton.org 

Next week: 

Acts 4:8-12 

1 John 3:1-2 

John 10:11-18 

The Christian must have the courage to follow Christ.  The Christian who is risen in 
Christ must dare to be like Christ:  he must dare to follow conscience even in un-
popular causes.  He must, if necessary, be able to disagree with the majority and 
make decisions that he knows to be according to the Gospel and teaching of Christ, 
even when others do not understand why he is acting this way. 
Too many Christians are not free because they submit to the domination of other 
people’s ideas.  They submit passively to the opinion of the crowd. 
But the Christian in whom Christ is risen dares to think and act differently from the 
crowd.  He has ideas of his own, not because he is arrogant but because he has the 
humility to stand alone and pay attention to the purpose and the grace of God, which 
are often quite contrary to the purposes and the plans of an established human power 
structure. 
                                                                        —He Is Risen 

Saturday, May 6, 7:30 pm               Fr. Richard McBrien, Mitchell Park Community 
                                                         Hall, 3800 Middlefield, Palo Alto 
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Today is the last Sunday of the month, so this bulletin includes 
an envelope for your donation to the Thomas Merton Center.  
Because of your generous support, TMC makes a monthly 
donation to Seton School, puts on programs and lectures, pub-
lishes this weekly bulletin and other printed items, buys litur-
gical supplies, and provides hospitality (coffee, donuts, cook-
ies, fruit, etc.) after Sunday Mass and at other meetings.  We 
depend on your support to keep TMC going! 

Next Saturday, May 6, at 7:30 pm, Fr. Richard P. McBrien, theology professor at the University of Notre Dame, will 
be at the Mitchell Park Community Hall, 3800 Middlefield, to speak on Catholicism in 2006 and 
Beyond:  The Role of the Laity in the Present and Future Church.  A prominent theologian and 
writer, Fr. McBrien is a long-time observer of the Catholic scene in the U.S. and worldwide.  He 
will examine the array of issues that affect today’s Church. 
Fr. McBrien has authored many books including Do We Need the Church? and he writes a 
weekly column that appears in many diocesan newspapers and occasionally in National Catholic 
Reporter.  A former president of the Catholic Theological Society of America, he is a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Hartford, Connecticut.   
For more info call (650) 261-9155 or e-mail information@ thomasmerton.org.  Fr. McBrien will also be our cele-
brant next Sunday.   

Cover the uninsured week: 

Fr. Richard McBrien on Catholicism today: 

Today is a national Day of Conscience for Darfur.  A 
broad-based coalition of Bay Area groups is organizing 
a vigil at the Golden Gate Bridge at 11:15 today and a 
rally at the Presidio in order to raise awareness about 
the ongoing genocide in Darfur, Sudan.  Even if you 
can’t walk today, you can still let the administration 
know how you feel about the Darfur genocide and the 
need for multinational protection of the victims by sign-
ing up at www.democracyinaction.org. 

Day of conscience for Darfur: 

Saturdays in May at 9:00 am Age of Aquinas (singles) 
hikers meet at the Baylands at the end of San Antonio 
Road.  Afterward, they gather for coffee at Peet’s in 
Charleston Plaza (Charleston and Middlefield) at about 
10:30 am.  Contact Randy Jones at (408) 739-2881 or 
e-mail age-of-aquinas@paloaltocatholic.org. 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops is cosponsor-
ing Cover the Uninsured Week May 1-7 to focus the 
attention of the nation on the almost 46 million Ameri-
cans who lack any form of health insurance. (Did you 
know that 6.7 million people in California, or almost 
19% of the population, don’t have health insurance?)  
The week is sponsored by the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation and 18 partner groups ranging from the    
U.S. Chamber of Commerce to the AFL-CIO.  The 
leadership of this project includes the Catholic Health 
Association of the United States (CHA), major health 
organizations, and business and labor groups.  
The bishops ask you to join them in this initiative.  If 
you want to know more, or send a letter to Congress, 
go to the Cover the Uninsured Week website at www.
CoverTheUninsuredWeek.org.  You can also check the 
Catholic Health Association website for CTUW materi-
als (www.chausa.org).  

The Catholic parishes of the Northern Deanery (which 
includes St. Thomas Aquinas) will hold their second 
annual Mass for World Peace on Tuesday, May 2, at St. 
Simon’s (1860 Grant Road, Los Altos). This year Joe 
Hastings from Catholic Relief Services will be giving a 
special reflection.  For more information, call Mike 
Cavera at St. Athanasius, at (650) 967-7939 

Age of Aquinas hikes: 

Mass for world peace: 

The Day Worker Center of Mountain View invites you 
to join them for a march and rally on Monday, May 1, 
to support comprehensive immigration reform.  Wear a 
white blouse or shirt and bring a sign to carry as you 
walk.  Various other groups from RC and EPA, as well 
as the Raging Grannies and Mesa de la Comunidad will 
also be participating.  The march will begin at 4:00 pm 
from the Day Worker Center, 1880 California (corner of 
Escuela).  Participants will walk down California to San 
Antonio and back on El Camino to the Civic Center 
Plaza in Mtn. View.  A rally featuring various speakers 
and music will be held at the plaza until 7:00 pm. 
Please note that the Day Worker Center will be closed 
on May 1 due to the national strike.  It will be open 
again on May 2, ready and happy to help you with your 
gardening or household projects. 

March and rally for immigration reform: 
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continued on page 5 continued on page 5 

The Friday night film series continues May 12 at 7:30 
pm with The Devil’s Miner (82 min., 2005), an award-
winning documentary on the silver mines of Cerro 
Rico, Bolivia, where 800 children work shoulder-to-
shoulder with dark-faced men.  Basilio Vargas, the 14-
year-old hero, is called Papa by his younger siblings 
because he is the family’s breadwinner.  He was a fa-
therless 12-year-old when he started working in the 
mines. 
Speakers (for some films), discussion, socializing, and 
drinks/snacks follow the screening.  Films are at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 505 E. Charleston, Palo 
Alto.  Suggested donation is $5-10. 

Save Saturday, June 24, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, for the 
second Justice Symposium sponsored by the Diocese of 
San Jose.  The theme this year is Catholic Social 
Teaching:  Good News in a Broken World, and keynote 
speaker is John Carr, Secretary of the Department of 
Social Development and World Peace of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).  There will be 
workshops and  exhibits, and the conference will be 
held at Benson Center, Santa Clara University.  Watch 
for more information in the bulletin. 

Thursday, May 4, is the National Day of Prayer, in 
which Christians, Jews and others throughout the U.S. 
pray for the well-being of our country and for our lead-
ership.  It was established as an annual event in 1952 by 
a joint resolution of Congress and signed into law by 
President Harry S. Truman.  Last year approximately 
40,000 events were held nationwide—prayer break-
fasts, Bible reading marathons, concerts of prayer, ral-
lies, church prayer vigils, student gatherings and obser-
vances held in sports stadiums.  Remember this week to 
pray for renewal in our hearts and repentance in our 
country.  And check the National Day of Prayer website 
for suggestions and a list of events. 

Thursday, May 4, at 7:00 pm the Peninsula Peace and 
Justice Center book discussion group will discuss The 
Left Hand of God by Michael Lerner in its conference 
room at 457 Kingsley.   If you’re interested in partici-
pating, contact the volunteer book club facilitator, Bob 
Niederman, at 650-857-0772 or e-mail bobnieder-
man@comcast.net. 

Today at the Fellowship Hall, First Presbyterian Church 
(1140 Cowper), Libby Frank and Rachelle Marshall 
will lead a discussion on U.S. Foreign Policy and What 
Drives It, sponsored by the Peninsula Peace and Justice 
Center (www.peaceandjustice.org).  There is a potluck 
supper at 5:00, and the program starts at 6:00 pm. 
Libby Frank is a former Executive Director of the 
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, 
the country’s oldest peace group.  She has also served 
as Chair of WILPF’s Middle East Committee, has led 
two delegations to the Middle East and is currently ac-
tive in WILPF’s campaign to challenge U.S. Middle 
East policy.  Rachelle Marshall is a contributing editor 
to Washington Report on Middle East Affairs, and is a 
longtime activist with the local WILPF Branch. 

Film series continues: 

Peace and justice lecture: 

Diocese sponsors second justice symposium: 

National day of prayer: 

Book discussion group: 

Abridged from beliefnet.com and the Tempe, Arizona newspa-
per of April 6, 2006.  The Rev. Andrew M. Greeley teaches at 
the University of Chicago and the University of Arizona.  

A year ago, after Joseph Ratzinger was elected pope, 
many American Catholics went home [from Rome] de-
pressed (in part perhaps by the unseasonably chill and 
wet Roman spring).  An American priest and editor was 
allegedly predicting that there would be a house clean-
ing in the American church.  He seemed to know whom 

Abridged from an article by Fr. Peter J. Daly in Catholic San 
Francisco, April 14, 2006 

According to my father, I am descended from illegal 
immigrants.  At least on my father’s side.  My father’s 
family was from Ireland.  His father was a Daly.  His 
mother was a Murphy.  Both families, Dalys and Mur-
phys, came into the States via Canada.  Evidently it was 
fairly easy for Irish to get a ship to Canada, which they 
could enter legally.  From there they could make their 

Fr. Greeley on the new pope: Welcoming the stranger:  thoughts on immigration: 
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Do you have a piano that is not being used (or know of 
one)?  John Eke, the director of the Tongan Choir that 
sings once a month at the 8:45 Mass, is looking for a 
piano to help teach children to sing in harmony.  He 
needs to borrow one or buy it for a small amount.  
Please contact Maureen Locke at (650) 854-1539 or 
molocke@earthlink.net if you can help. 

Piano needed: 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � 
 � � � � # � 	 � � 	 � � � � � 
 � � ! � � � 	 � � � � � 	 ! � � 	 �  



From an article in the April 2006 issue of U.S. Catholic. 

What makes a perfect priest?  A perfect pastor?  U.S. 
Catholic conducted interviews and came up with the 
following: 

1.  The most important qualities of a parish priest are. . . 
(respondents could pick three): 
               Votes     Qualities 
               139        Spiritual depth 
                 99        Kindness and sensitivity 
                 80        Communication skills 
                 66        Collaborative style of management 
                 51        Excellent preaching 
                 45        A gift for leading the Mass 
                 31        Intelligence and a good mind 
                 23        Passion for social justice 
                 22        Sterling character 
                 17        A gift for hearing Confession 
                 11        Devotion to religious ed 
                   9        Strong administrative skills 

2.  As a rule, I’m happy with my parish priest(s). 
               Agree                                  76% 
               Disagree                              13% 
               Other                                  11% 

3.  Who should have the greatest say in selecting a new 
pastor? 
               The entire par-
               ish          35% 
               The bishop
                             28% 
               The parish 
               council                                15% 
               The chancery                      5% 
               Sunday Massgoers             4% 
               Other                                  13% 

4.  On a scale of 1 (not important) to 5 (most impor-
tant), I would prefer my parish priest to be: 
               Someone with exemplary moral integrity      
                                                          4.8 
               Open to and comfortable working with women
                                                          4.4 
               Fluent in English and familiar with American 
                             customs                4.0 
               Heterosexual                      2.7 
               Able to speak more than one language      2.3 
               From my diocese                2.1 

5.  I believe the church hierarchy is in tune with what 
American Catholics want and need in a priest. 
               Agree                                  24% 
               Disagree                              66% 
               Other                                  10% 

Abridged from an article in America magazine for April 2, 
2006, by Denis Murphy, coordinator of Urban Poor Associ-
ates in Manila. 
. . .Does the church have a strong, helpful message for 
non-Christians and for the poor of all religions?  Many 
priorities are discussed in Rome.  Freeing people from 
poverty is one of them; good relations with Muslims 
and other non-Christian peoples is another; the re-
evangelization of the West in an effort to combat its 
materialism and rationalism, its “culture of death,” is 
still another.  In my view, the question of the poor of 
the world, all poor people of all religions, should be 
given top priority. . . . 
There is general consensus among people concerned 
with the poor that efforts to end poverty must include 
empowering the poor themselves and giving them an 
influential voice in the decisions that affect their 
lives. . . .The church is one of the few international in-
stitutions that can truly help empower the poor, because 
it enjoys freedom from political and financial powers 
and possesses a powerful message of people’s freedom 
in its Scriptures. . . . 
The church’s increased involvement with the poor will 
demand a spirituality and a theology for such work.  In 
poor Catholic countries it is necessary to link the peo-
ple’s deep spirituality with work for justice. . . .The 
linking of spirituality and theology should assist the 
poor who face conflict in their struggle for a better life, 
since change inevitably involves conflict. . . . 
Giving priority to the problems of poverty will help us 
understand the mysteries behind some expressions the 
church has used for years, like church of the poor, pref-
erential option for the poor, God’s special love for the 
poor.  As an Indian Jesuit, Samuel Rayan, used to say, 
we must be with the poor not because they are good, 
but because God is there.  What do these words and 
phrases really mean?  We are more likely to discover 
the reality or, better, have it made known to us, if we 
work with the poor.  These phrases will have no special 
meaning if church people do not focus on poverty. . . . 
Fortunately, work with the poor is a two-way process. 
Church people may help the poor, but the poor also en-
rich those who help them. . .  
In a church committed to work for the poor of all relig-
ions we will all be changed for the better in ways we 
cannot foresee.  We will be encouraged, for example, to 
lead simpler, less materialistic lives.  In this regard, the 
people of the West will benefit as much as anyone.  Is it 
going too far to suggest that if priority is given to work 
with the poor, the church will find that it has come to 
grips with all other possible priorities also? 

What Catholics are saying: The sure way to peace and justice: 
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continued on page 6 

the new pope would clean out. Like the Lord High Exe-
cutioner in The Mikado, he apparently had a little list.  
I adopted the stand of the Swiss theologian Hans Kung, 
once a colleague and friend of Joseph Ratzinger, now 
Pope Benedict XVI, and then a bitter enemy.  Kung of-
fered wise advice that most people on both sides of the 
Catholic divide ignored.  Give him time, said Professor 
Kung, suspend judgment and see what he does.  
Today the division between the polarized factions in the 
church continues.  However, those who were delighted 
are now displeased, and those who were discouraged 
are now cautiously hopeful.  The new pope has man-
aged to confound almost everyone as he strives for 
moderation and healing.  
Media coverage during and after the conclave created a 
negative image of Papa Ratzinger — the Panzer Cardi-
nal, the Hitler Youth Pope, the pope who condemned 
Harry Potter, the pope who fired the editor of the Jesuit 
magazine America, the pope who banned gay men in 
seminaries.  Most of these images were false.  
Before the pope was elected, the Rev. Thomas Reese of 
America was done in by the secret denunciation of a 
clique of American bishops who were involved in the 
sexual abuse scandal and was not supported strongly 
enough by his Jesuit superiors.  The instruction — not a 
doctrinal statement — on gays in seminaries did not say 
that they all should be banned, though it suited the in-
terests of both the gays and the gay bashers to create 
that image.  The comment on Harry Potter was in a pri-
vate letter written years ago and not an official position.  
A year later the conservative Catholics are the ones who 
are angry.  The pope has not repealed the council, he 
has not imposed the old Latin Mass, he has not banned 
women from the liturgy, he has defended the council’s 
statement on religious liberty. . . . 
Among the things the pope did was to reconcile with 
Kung, a powerful act of graciousness and humanity that 
moved some priests who knew both to tears.  He has 
reached out to leaders of other faiths and religions.  He 
has given wonderful homilies in Roman parishes—
without notes.  He has defended religious liberty.  
In his first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, a sensitive re-
flection on love, human and divine, he linked erotic 
love between man and woman to God’s love for hu-
mans.  (A perspective that dates back to St. Paul, 
though it has often been ignored.)  There were no con-
demnations, no denunciations, only warmth, sympathy 
and understanding.  Moreover, the agony and the ec-
stasy of human love is a subject on which the huge mid-
dle majority of Catholics can readily agree.  
On the basis of the record and not media images, Papa 

way across the northern U.S. border to Irish communi-
ties in Boston or New York.  They had no papers.  No-
body was checking. 
Five generations later, some descendents of the same 
people who came here—sometimes illegally—from Ire-
land, Germany, Scandinavia and Italy want to slam the 
door on others, especially Mexicans.  Mexicans are not 
the first people to enter the U.S. illegally in large num-
bers.  After all, the epithet hurled at Italian Americans 
for years was “wop,” for many an acronym for “With- 
out Papers.” 
In the 19th century, when many Irish immigrants ar-
rived by the boatload, there was a xenophobic move-
ment in this country.  These xenophobes had a nick-
name: Know Nothings.  They even became a political 
party for a while.  They existed to keep out the tide of 
immigrants, mostly Catholic, that threatened the way of 
life of mostly Protestant America. 
Today we have new xenophobic groups, like the Min-
utemen.  They are the spiritual heirs of the Know Noth-
ings.  Like their spiritual ancestors, they know just 
about nothing about history, culture, religion, justice 
and economics. 
Ever since people migrated across the Bering Sea and 
down from what is now Canada thousands of years ago 
to become what we call Native Americans, people have 
been coming to this hemisphere.  Migration cannot be 
stopped.  It can only be channeled.  Our goal should be 
to create a legal way for people to enter our society 
without criminalizing their quest to improve lives. . . . 
Our church, like many others, has been helping immi-
grants for many years.  We do not ask if someone is 
here legally or illegally. . . .We are not going to stop our 
assistance.  That would violate God’s law to welcome 
the stranger. . . . 

Welcoming the stranger, continued:  Fr. Greeley on the new pope, continued: 

Christ teaches us to love our enemies, do good to those who 
harm us, pray for those who persecute us.  He calls us to ac-
cept suffering before we inflict injury.  He calls us to pick up 
the cross and to lay down the sword.  
We will most certainly fail in this call.  I did.  And I’ll fail 
again.  This does not change Christ’s teaching that violence 
itself is the tomb, violence is the dead end.  Peace won 
through the barrel of a gun might be a victory but it is not 
peace.  Our captors had guns and they ruled over us.  Our res-
cuers had bigger guns and ruled over the captors.  We were 
freed, but the rule of the gun stayed.  The stone across the 
tomb of violence has not been rolled away. 

—Christian Peacemaker Teams member James Loney, in an 
Easter reflection published by the Toronto Star about his 118-day 
captivity by Iraqi militants and rescue by British special forces 
troops 
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Fr. Greeley on the new pope, continued: 
Benedetto seems to have chosen a course of moderation 
and healing, a quiet time in which Catholics can listen 
carefully to the wisdom of their heritage as updated by 
the Vatican Council.  The pope has not returned to the 
fiery liberalism of his youth.  It does not seem likely 
that there will be change on hot-button issues like celi-
bacy and the ordination of women.  One might question 
the wisdom of such a strategy.  But the blood purge that 
some wanted and others feared does not seem likely.  
There remain serious problems—the apparent decline of 
the faith in Europe, the loss of credibility of the Church 
teachers especially on sexual matters, the shortage of 
priests, the bitter antagonism between church leaders 
and homosexuals, the persistence of the sexual abuse 
crisis.   Yet, if the pope’s goal has been to bind up 
wounds, he has made a good beginning.  
My opinion. 

Fr. Tom Reese, SJ, the former editor of America maga-
zine referred to on page 5 of this bulletin, gave a talk at 
Santa Clara University last week—A Survival Guide for 
Thinking Catholics.  He pointed out that it is natural to 
question, and that all of us have questioning minds, 
whether we are liberal or conservative.  But he gave us 
ten guidelines for questioning the Church: 
1.  It is very important to understand exactly what 
the Church is saying.  (Not what I think it is saying or 
want it to be saying.)  We have to listen carefully before 
forming our judgments. 
2.  It is very important that our understanding is in-
spired by sympathy, not cynicism.  We can’t be objec-
tive about the Church if we carry a chip on our shoul-
der.  We must get inside the mind and heart of the other. 
3. It is very important that we do our homework.  
While we must make decisions based on conscience, it 
must always be with an “informed conscience.” 
4.  We are a 2,000-year-old believing community.  It is 
very important that we know our own history.  We 
must always take the long view.  As bad as we may 
think it is today, things have been worse.  A knowledge 
of history also liberates us. 
5.  It is very important to distinguish between law 
and doctrine.  For example a married priesthood is ex-
cluded only by law.  Priesthood for women (at least at 
present) is excluded by doctrine. 
6.  It is very important to understand the level of au-
thority of doctrinal positions.  Only two doctrines are 
of the highest authority—the Assumption and the Im-
maculate Conception.  Even an encyclical is not doc-
trine.  And though the Church can be wrong (the sun 
does not rotate around the earth), it is loathe to admit it. 
7.  It is very important to know how to interpret the 
words in doctrinal statements. 
8.  It is very important to understand that sometimes 
the Church uses words that are open to multiple in-
terpretations.  This is probably deliberate—ambiguity 
is sometimes OK. 
9.  It is important to realize that your choice is not 
always to accept the Church or leave it.  Italians (and 
many European Catholics) are very good at simply ig-
noring some of what the Church teaches.  In Europe, 
unlike the U.S.,  it is cultural thing not to question au-
thority but simply to ignore it. 
10.  It is important to remember that there will al-
ways be disagreements in the Church.  There always 
have been. 
An informed conscience is our highest authority, but we 
also must pray for humility and charity.  Any strategy 
for a thinking Catholic must be based on faith, hope, 
and love. 

A prayer for the journey of hope: 
(From the USCCB and the Diocese of San Jose.) 

Fr. Reese on surviving the Church: 
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